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Baker-Polito Administration Announces 
$3.5 Million MassWorks Infrastructure Award 
in Worcester 
 
Grant will support redesign and beautification of General 
Pickett parcel 
 
WORCESTER – Thursday, November 14, 2019 – Today, Lt. Governor Karyn Polito 
joined Worcester Mayor Joseph M. Petty, Worcester City Manager Edward M. 
Augustus Jr. and other local and state leaders at Worcester City Hall to announce a 
$3.5 million MassWorks Infrastructure Program grant. The award will support 
reconstruction of the Pickett parking area and create a gateway to the revitalized 
Canal District. 
  
MassWorks funding will support site prep and construction on a city-owned and 
maintained parcel known as General Pickett Parking Lot. The shovel-ready project 
reconfigures an existing city parking lot with new street paving, relocation of utilities, 
installation of concrete sidewalks with granite curbs, and also contributes to 
placemaking and ADA accessibility. The Pickett project aligns with the City’s Urban 
Revitalization Plan and will help cultivate a safe, vibrant and economically 
strengthened downtown. The plaza will serve as a gateway into the new Polar Park 
minor league baseball facility and the adjacent Left Field Office building. 
  
“MassWorks is a valuable program that maximizes return on investment for capital 
funding, delivering vital infrastructure repairs that improve public safety while 
stimulating local and private development, job growth and housing production,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “We will continue to collaborate closely with local leaders to 
identify opportunities and target public resources toward the growth and wellbeing of 
communities across the Commonwealth.”   
  
“As a Central Massachusetts native, I know firsthand how valuable this MassWorks 
grant funding is for projects across the City of Worcester, as it will support the ongoing 
transformation of our thriving Canal District,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “We 
have been pleased to serve as a partner to the City of Worcester in its expansive 
redevelopment projects, and this MassWorks project will continue to maximize on our 
ongoing collaboration.” 
  
“This administration recognizes the importance of reliable, modern infrastructure to the 
safety and success of communities of all sizes,” said Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Mike Kennealy. “We are proud of the improvements to 
public safety, thousands of new jobs and housing units, and millions of square feet of 
new commercial space that the MassWorks program has delivered for residents, and 
we look forward to continuing to leverage every tool at our disposal to ensure all 351 
cities and towns in Massachusetts continue to thrive.” 
  
The state has made a series of investments in Worcester’s Canal District to improve 
and accelerate the growth of this emerging commercial and residential area. Notably, 
the Baker-Polito Administration has supported the new Fidelity Ice Rink, the public 
market at Harding Green, The Edge at Union Station student housing, a $35 million 
multi-year commitment to support the relocation of the Paw Sox, and a variety of road 
reconstruction and streetscape projects. 
  
“As our city grows it is imperative that we invest in our public spaces,” said Worcester 
Mayor Joseph M. Petty.  “Pickett Plaza is going to be a welcoming northern entrance 
to the ballpark and Canal District as a whole.  Through creative placemaking we’re 
ensuring that this public space will be utilized year round, not just during the baseball 
season.” 
  
“We are grateful to the Baker-Polito Administration for their continued support of the 
Canal District through the MassWorks Infrastructure Program. Pickett Plaza will serve 
as a welcoming gateway into the district, as well as to Polar Park. The redeveloped lot 
will activate an underutilized parcel and reinvigorate it with retail and entertainment 
opportunities, food and beverage purveyors, and a water feature paying homage to the 
historic Blackstone Canal,” said City Manager Edward M. Augustus, Jr. 
  
The Baker-Polito Administration’s support has extended beyond the Canal District to 
other important projects throughout the city, including supporting business incubator 
space at 44 Portland Street and the redevelopment of Hanover Theater. 
  
Additionally, the state has provided over $43 million in MassWorks infrastructure 
grants to support projects throughout Worcester to improve the Main Street Central 
Business District, relocate Stearns Tavern, upgrades to the Front and Center section 
of City Square, and the long-term redevelopment of the Nurses’ Wing at the Worcester 
Senior Center. 
  
Through the 2019 MassWorks round, the Baker-Polito Administration will award more 
than $72 million in MassWorks awards to a diverse mix of 36 projects in 35 
communities across the Commonwealth, including nine Gateway Cities and eight 
communities that will receive MassWorks funding for the first time. The awards will 
unlock a total of $2.3 billion in private investment and 4,635 new full-time jobs, along 
with more than 3,100 new housing units, 1,167 of which are affordable, building on the 
Administration’s efforts to tackle the ongoing housing shortage through complementary 
programs like historic funding for affordable housing and the proposed Housing Choice 
legislation. The transformative projects funded by the 2019 awards were selected from 
92 applications, totaling $223 million in requests. 
  
Since 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration has awarded more than $383 million in 
MassWorks grants to support 183 shovel-ready projects in 128 communities. 
MassWorks funding has made possible the addition and preservation of more than 2 
million square feet of commercial/retail space, 29,000 jobs, and 11,000 housing units, 
while leveraging about $6.9 billion in private investment. 
  
Governor Baker signed economic development legislation in August 2018 that 
included substantial new funding for municipalities, including another $250 million for 
MassWorks awards. The legislation built on the Baker-Polito Administration’s work to 
partner with communities to catalyze economic development and create new 
opportunities for residents across the Commonwealth, including the 2016 Job Creation 
and Workforce Development act, which authorized $1 billion to support economic 
development efforts across the state, including a $500 million authorization for the 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program, enhanced tools and the introduction of new 
strategies for job-readiness efforts. 
  
Learn more about MassWorks here. 
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